Homeland (In)$ecurity

Feeding State Terrorism in Our Cities

Creative People’s Resistance (CPR)  Factsheet #1

There is a wave of violence and oppression sweeping across the United States …and much of it is perpetuated at taxpayer expense by law and order agencies!

According to a recent Amnesty International report, 

there are now over 17,000 law enforcement agencies 

in the U.S., but fewer than 100 independent citizen 

oversight bodies.  In other words, the majority of police 

in this country act with impunity, lacking any serious 

democratic accountability to the communities which 

they supposedly serve and protect.  The statistical 

fallout is rather grim…

*Less than half of police misconduct cases in NYC result in any sort of investigation 

*Lethal force is widespread – 31 justified homicides by Milwaukee PD from1985-1997

*Over 100 people have died from OC pepper spray in the U.S. while in police custody

*Over 100 people have died in the U.S. from suffocation while being restrained by police 

*Racial profiling is rampant – African-Americans receive 89% of anti-loitering offenses in Madison and are almost 12 times more likely to go to jail than whites in Wisconsin

*Wisconsin is now home to 83 SWAT teams – many in miniscule communities that hardly have a crime problem – such as Forest County (total resident population 9,212)

*According to a 1998 survey, Manhattan alone has over 3000 street surveillance cameras 

Adding fresh fuel to this fire is over $3.5 billion in post 9/11 federal funding for Homeland Security, including $500 million for local and state counter-terrorism efforts.  The U.S. Conference of Mayors has been a strong advocate of Homeland Security block grants, with Exec. Dir. Thomas J. Cochran proclaiming in a 3/19/2002 press release “we must forge a new federal-local partnership to make sure that our local troops have the resources needed for this new challenge.”  Behind this insidious program will be acquisition of sophisticated weaponry and surveillance technology, expansion of federal military training to local police agencies, and expanded public-private partnerships to enhance law-and-order capacity.  One such entity is the Urban Security Initiative Policy Board of the Polytechnic University of New York to which Madison, WI Mayor Sue Bauman was recently appointed for a two year term.  No doubt, many of the corporate sponsors underwriting the Mayors’ Summit will be looking for some kick-back Homeland Security contracts to compensate them for their upfront investment.
More Police = Less Safety
The 207,000 citizens of Madison, WI fork over almost $37 million annually for the “services” of 367 police officers – that’s one cop for every 565 people at a cost of $178 per person per year!  Another $5 million goes for 46 UW-Madison officers, another $5 million for 49 State Capitol officers, another $13 million for 145 Dane County officers – the law and order tab keeps climbing.  Meanwhile, sales of private security systems are skyrocketing, prison cells are overflowing with mandatory minimum sentencing of non-violent drug offenders, and Fourth Amendment enthusiasts want to take the law into their own hands with a license to pack their own concealed weapon…

In July 2001 mayors, police chiefs, and other law and order groupies from 45 cities gathered in Las Vegas for a Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) event, sponsored by the U.S. Conference of Mayors.  Having survived baking his own handgun in the oven, Madison Police Chief, Richard Williams, was able to attend the Vegas event to remark “in community policing, the bottomline is trust: if officers don’t have the trust of the community – and vice versa – there can be an explosion when problems arise.”  Since 1994 COPS has funneled $7.5 billion in grants to 12,400 police agencies nationwide and bankrolled 110,000 police officers – making it one of the largest militarization operations in the western hemisphere (http://usmayors.org/uscmcops/report_072201.asp).  In August 2001 Madison’s Monona Terrace Convention Center hosted its own four day shindig for 380 WI police chiefs (and their spouses). Among the ominous warnings issued: both the “crime-prone” age group (ie teenagers) and the “crime-sensitive” age group (ie seniors) are growing, greater cultural and linguistic diversity will make policing more difficult, and a looming shortage of U.S.-born officers may even mean hiring and giving badges to resident aliens!  
Thanks to an influx of federal dollars – which will only be exacerbated by Homeland Security funds - local police forces are ballooning out of control and suffering “mission drift” as their enforcement capacity exceeds any genuine community need.  Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) teams are multiplying like flies.  According to an expose in the Capital Times (8/18019/2001) there are nine SWAT units in Milwaukee County alone.  While incidents such as the shooting at Columbine High School are often used to justify SWAT, its main role is in executing search and arrest warrants, motivated by the reward of getting more taxpayer money for every successful narcotic conviction.  Sanctioned property seizure (aka ”asset forfeiture” ) - whether official or illegal - is another powerful incentive for police to vigorously wage the drug war.  Overkill is inevitable, as exemplified by the Dane County SWAT team’s recent assault on an alleged drug dealing apartment at 123 E. Johnson St. in Madison (Jan. 2001) that terrorized residents and sent one sleeping suspect to the hospital with serious burns after a flash bang grenade was fired onto his bed.  In early 2001 the Madison Police Dept. received its own post-Seattle $85,000 block grant from the U.S. Justice Department for a new 75 member Special Event Team (SET) with hard shell riot gear and the latest crowd control tactics.  Local officials have already announced SET will have its coming out debut at the Mayor’s Summit.

Community Policing or Urban Paramilitarism?

Community policing has become a touchy-feely “buzzword” in many circles obscuring its real intent – namely to draft citizens into volunteer surveillance under the guise of “community participation” while shifting resources away from normal police activities (rescuing cats from trees, helping stranded motorists) to heavyhanded tactical operations.  All pretense went out the window with the creation of the White House Office of Homeland Security, which is now unabashedly recruiting citizens – even children – to become state snitches and police auxiliaries (http://www.citizencorps.gov/).  Under the direction of Homeland Security Czar (and death penalty aficionado), Thomas Ridge, these initiatives include creating Citizen Corps Councils nationwide, an expanded neighborhood watch program focusing on anti-terrorism, a new Volunteers in Public Service (VIPS) program that will tap into civic-minded do-gooders for minor law-and-order work to free up officers for frontline duty, as well the Terrorist Information and Prevention System (TIPS) utilizing well-placed citizenry as “eyes and ears” of the state.  One is almost reminded of the good old days of the Prohibition Era when law-abiding KKK members and UW fraternity brothers were deputized by local police to crack down on unruly bootleg immigrants in Madison’s Green Bush Neighborhood.  

Want Real Urban Peace? 

- Take the Toys Away from the Boys!
Let’s face it - when violent people acquire lethal technology, they are prone to use it. Today’s SWAT team is really not that far removed from “Robo Cop” or “Star Wars” in terms of combining high-tech weaponry with “shoot first - think later” cowboy attitude.  During the 1990s the Pentagon doled out over a million "surplus" items to local police agencies – nearly 100,000 pieces of this equipment worth an estimated $18 million arrived in WI.  This weaponry includes everything from bayonets and M-16 assault rifles to 40 mm grenade launchers and armored personnel carriers.  When not accepting hand-me-downs, police are upgrading their arsenal unilaterally at taxpayer expense.  For instance, both the University of Wisconsin and City of Madison police departments decided to turn in their shotguns for Colt “Armalite” AR-15 semi-automatic assault rifles in just the last few years.  These are the same weapons provided by the CIA to the Contras, capable of putting a gaping hole in a person’s back at 200 yards – reminiscent of Kent State.  These weapons are now visible in local squad cars, between the front seats or attached to the ceiling, lending themselves to theft when left unattended in parked vehicles.  Incidentally, the AR-15’s 9 mm hollow point or “dum dum” ammunition, much beloved by SWAT teams, is banned from the battlefield under the Geneva Convention.

The Posse Comitatus Act of 1878 ostensibly prevents the Pentagon from engaging in civilian law enforcement, but this line was crossed long ago and has been basically erased altogether since 9/11.  Elite “special forces” now routinely accompany federal dollars to train police in the latest weaponry, crowd control tactics, and even serve as on-site protest “consultants.”   The bloody trackrecord of such federal military intervention in domestic policing activities speaks for itself – Wounded Knee, MOVE in Philadelphia, Waco.   Police in turn are aggressively adopting military low intensity conflict (LIC) strategies and federal contingency scenarios for crushing popular unrest – DoD Civil Disturbance Plan 55-2 codenamed “Operation Garden Plot.” According to the Chicago-based police consultant group, Emergency Response Institute (ERI), domestic political protests like Seattle or Quebec are really no different than counter insurgency operations in a war-torn setting like Somalia or Kosovo.  The same disturbing rhetoric pervades a recent report from the Center for Army Lessons Learned (CALL) based in Fort Leavenworth, KS. (http://call.army.mil/call/newsltrs/00-7/00-7fwd.htm)

Under so-called Military Operations in Urban Areas (MOUT), the use of non-lethal weapons (NLWs) is encouraged since they facilitate repression without ostensibly turning civilians into fullblown targets/victims of warfare.  Of course, this is not true in reality since all weapons can prove quite deadly – as well documented by a recent European Parliament report (http://www.europarl.eu.int/dg4/stoa/en/publ/pdf/99-14-01-A_en.pdf)
Indiscriminate use of teargas in protest suppression has been implicated in the deaths of many innocent bystanders – including dozens of children - worldwide.  The British first used “non-lethal” projectiles – flying teak baton rounds – against anti-colonial protesters 
in Hong Kong, and later came up with “gentler” rubber bullets for use on white people.  Of course, rubber bullets can still kill as shown time and again on the streets of Northern Ireland, Palestine, and South Africa.  In any case, as the CALL report duly notes – and the murder of Carlo Giuliani during the G8 protest in Genoa in July 2001 proves – “non lethal weapons and munitions should always be accompanied with lethal munitions and the capability to employ them.” 
The evolving Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures (TTPs) associated with MOUT have already been experienced by many urban residents and political activists in the U.S.  These include targeting and removing leaders through “snatch and grab” squads; pre-emptive search and destroy missions against convergence spaces, community centers, indymedia sites, and other “command and control infrastructure;” mass arrest and preventative detention of suspected troublemakers; and declaration of “no-go free fire zones” during largescale protest scenarios.   Grisly incidents of police brutality and outright torture are skyrocketing as officers internalize this new military mentality which assumes the worst hostile response from any civilian that may be confronted and transmogrifies entire communities into hostile enemy territory.  Even a sleepy college town like Madison, WI is not immune to this trend as witnessed by a violent police assault caught on videotape during a recent anti-war rally on Univ. Ave. (Feb. 12, 1998) where UW-Madison officers literally ripped the hair out of the head of a graduate student who was not “cooperating.”

More Bang for the Buck 

– Law and Order R&D for a Hellish Urban Future
Back in 1972 the U.S. National Science Foundation reported on 34 innovative riot control weapons then in the lab.  Almost all are now on the street and even worse stuff is in the pipeline.  Military units and police forces across the U.S. have ready access to a whole arsenal of chemical and kinetic weapons, stroboscopic and pulsed sound weapons, electro-shock and pyrotechnic weapons, dart guns, stink bombs, the list goes on and on.  The 1972 Biological Weapons Convention bans wartime use of pepper spray - aka oleoresin  capsicum (OC) – but this deadly “non-lethal” 
weapon is now commonly issued to police officers for domestic deployment.  For instance, the UW-Madison police had few qualms about using pepper spray on peaceful anti-sweatshop activists during the Bascom Hall sit-in in Feb. 2000.  Protesters in Seattle got all sorts of souvenirs in the form of scars, burns, and broken bones stemming from new ergonomically designed extra long riot batons, beanbag projectiles filled with metal shot, and concussion grenades.
The Marine Corps is the lead federal agency in the new Joint Directorate for Non-Lethal Weapons (JDNLW) based in Quantico, VA with a staff of 20 and an annual federal budget of $24 million - $11 million earmarked specifically for procurement of new NLW systems.  Especially popular in the Pentagon crowd are emerging “modular crowd control munitions” such as the 40 mm crowd dispersal cartridge - with Raytheon serving as the primary corporate contractor.  As was revealed in the New York Times (3/2/2001), the Pentagon has also spent $40 million in taxpayer money developing a new microwave cannon for “crowd control” that will heat human skin to 120 degrees F. at a range of 700 yards.  Insiders admit that the cannon can be set much higher for lethal effect.   Other exciting police toys to look for at a mass protest near you include the “sponge grenade” – which, according to the promotional material, “is designed to knock down a person up to 30 meters away when hit in the chest or abdomen.  The stinger and foam baton round disperses a shot group similar to that of a shotgun…It should be aimed at one individual, such as the principal instigator or leader of the mob inciting the disturbance…so that he can be captured by a riot control ‘snatch and grab’ team.”  

Taking entrepreneurial advantage of post 9/11 angst, Florida-based Applied Digital Solutions is now aggressively marketing the “Veri-Chip”  which once implanted in a person allows their movement to be tracked via Global Position System (GPS) technology.  The official law and order apparatus, of course, has its own expanded surveillance system well in place – and under the Patriot Act, new powers to tap, spy and eavesdrop.  Millions have already been spent to install urban networks of high-powered listening devices to detect gunfire and other urban disturbances – yes, the walls do have ears.  Advances in face recognition technology have coincided with the proliferation of public surveillance cameras – enabling Madison police, for instance, to scan the crowd at a Badger football game in Camp Randall stadium and pick out suspects.  With Pentagon funding through the Defense Advance Research Projects Agency (DARPA), UW-Madison researchers are working on such wholesome projects as “steerable gaze control for a video-based virtual surveillant” (http://www.cs.wisc.edu/vsam/) and “wireless 

Ad hoc surveillance networks of integrated sensor devices” (http://www.engr.wisc.edu/ece/newsletter/2001-2002_fallwiner/sensor.html) – both with quite explicit paramilitary applications.  
In a prophetic 1998 DoD report, Air Force Major Mark R. Thomas notes that “civilian leaders may be more inclined to address future domestic crisis situations using military forces...As non-lethal confrontation becomes second nature to U.S. fighting forces, one of the few remaining pragmatic objections to their use in domestic scenarios (ie the likelihood of lethal military force being exercised against the citizenry) will be radically diminished.  This is an ominous prospect to say the least.”   Not only ominous, but downright horrific – and almost guaranteed in the new era of law-and-order paranoia when terrorism has been officially misconstrued to include anything that might pose a “threat to life, limb or property” according to WI Attorney General, Jim Doyle.  The 21st century urban battlefield is upon us and our democratic freedom will probably be one of the first victims chalked up as just more “collateral damage.”  
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For more info on Creative People’s Resistance (CPR) and grassroots organizing against the National Mayors Summit in Madison, WI June 13-18:  

Tel. #608-262-9036   Website:  www.resist-the-mayors.org

