What Can YOU do After Miami?

1.)  Hold Chief Timoney & the Miami Police Accountable!

Now is the time to start a barrage of irate letters, faxes, emails, and phonecalls to the powers that be in Miami, as well as the U.S. Congress.  Individuals and groups can also join the Save Our Civil Liberties campaign:   www.stopftaa.org/civilliberties  

so that what happened in Miami does not become an accepted “model” for oppression.

The Key Demands Are:

1) THE CHARGES ARE UNJUST-DROP THEM NOW!

Drop all charges against activists, trade unionists, journalists, medics legal observers and local residents arrested at the FTAA Ministerial in Miami.

2) PROMPT INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATIONS: From both non-governmental entities as well as Congressional panels and other appropriate independent agencies. Police, local, state and federal agencies must cooperate with these investigations.

3) HOLD ACCOUNTABLE AND CRIMINALLY CHARGE THOSE RESPONSIBLE: Fire Miami Police Chief Timoney and hold all other officials accountable.

4) REPEAL ANTI-CIVIL LIBERTIES ORDINANCES: Both local Miami "Parade and Assembly" ordinances and the Florida and Federal Patriot Acts.

Miami Officials to Contact:

MANUEL A. DIAZ, Mayor, City of Miami

#305-250-5300  or  #305-375-5071  mannydiaz@ci.miami.fl.us

Janet Lopez, Director Office of Communications

Phone: #305-416-1036  or  Pager:#305-312-2981

ALEX PENELAS,  Mayor, Miami-Dade County

#305-829-9336 home  or  #305-375-5071 office  mayor@miamidade.gov

Chief of Staff:   Francois Illas     Fillas@ci.miami.fl.us

Director of Communications Lynn Norman-Teck

Cell: #786-256-4395  or  Pager: #305-291-0358

KATHERINE FERNANDEZ RUNDLE, State Attorney   #305-547-0100

JOHN TIMONEY, Chief of Police  #305-673-7925  or  #305-579-6565 

2.)  Let the Miami Media (and Public) Know How You Feel!

Some suggested themes:

1.) It was the police who were violent, not the protesters and give specific examples that you witnessed or heard about. Is it now illegal to voice dissent in America? 

2.) Thank the unions for not swallowing the crude divide and rule tactics.  The police tried to paint some protesters as “good” and others as “bad,” but no one fell for this.

3.) Counter the absurd rhetoric of Chief Timoney that there was “no local support”, by giving examples of positive feedback from residents you received or heard about.  

4.) Share why YOU went to Miami to protest the FTAA.  Give specific examples of how free trade has hurt you, your family, your community – all the way here in Wisconsin.  

Send your letter to the papers below, and repost onto the FTAA Indymedia webpage:
http://www.ftaaimc.org/en/topic/ftaa/   For letters to editor you must give full name, address, and daytime phone number.  Under 300 words is best.

Readers’ Forum c/o Miami Herald, One Herald Plaza,

Miami, FL 33132    heralded@herald.com   fax. #305-376-8950

Letters c/o Sun Sentinel, 200 E. Las Olas Blvd, Ft.

Lauderdale, FL 33301   letters@sun-sentinel.com   fax. #954-356-4612

If you can do a letter in Spanish, send it to:

Perspectiva c/o El Nuevo Herald, One Herald Plaza,

Miami, FL 33132  perspectiva@elherald.com   fax. #305-376-2150

3.)  WE DESPERATELY NEED YOUR FINANCIAL HELP!  

The Miami Police Dept. had little problem leveraging $8.5 million in federal support for their melee, as well as drafting thousands of auxiliary personnel from 40+ county sheriff departments and other law and order entities across the state.  All we have to rely on is your grassroots support.

Donate money directly for the legal work in Miami. For online donations go to: 
http://www.unitedforpeace.org/ftaadonate   You can also mail a check or money order to:  United for Peace and Justice/FTAA Fund P.O. Box 607, Times Square Station, New York, NY  10108. Please specify “Legal Fund” in the memo line.  

If you would like to help defray the costs of those who made the long trek to Miami from Wisconsin, contributions can be made to: Madison Fair Trade Action Alliance (Mad-FTAA) c/o Madison Infoshop, 1019 Williamson St., Madison WI 53703   For 501 c(3)

tax deduction purposes, make a check to “Family Farm Defenders” with “MadFTAA” in the memo line and send to the same address.

The Madison Area General Defense Committee (MAGDC) also provided a lot of support for the Wisconsin folks that went to Miami with earlier direct action and legal observer trainings, know your rights materials, street level first aid supplies, and ultimately $2500 in bail money and bond fees to get several folks out of jail and on their way home.  This solidarity has severely depleted the MAGDC’s legal defense fund.  If you would like to join the MAGDC ($5 membership fee and $5 dues per quarter), forms are available from the Infoshop.  Individual donations to support this (and future) MAGDC efforts are also most welcome.  Checks cane be sent to the:  Madison Area General Defense Committee, P.O. Box 811, Madison, WI  53701  

4.) Victim of Miami Police Abuse? – We Need Your Evidence!

The Miami Activist Defense and the National Lawyers Guild needs your evidence (video, photos, eye-witness statements and contacts, etc) now to successfully file lawsuits. As the days go by, your memory will fade and we will lose valuable information that can help people and hold authorities accountable for what occurred. Please do it! You can download police misconduct forms from: http://stopftaa.org/article.php?id=139   or pick them up at the Infoshop (1019 Williamson St.   Drop off your evidence at the Infoshop, or send directly to Miami Activist Defense c/o Southern Legal Counsel, 1229 N.W. 12th Avenue Gainesville, FL 32601

5.) Contact Congress NOW to Oppose the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA)!   

Capitol Switchboard  #202-224-3121    

Same message below:

"My name is ___________.  I live in Rep./Sen. __________ district, and I am calling to express my concern about the Central American Free Trade Agreement.  Specifically, I am concerned about the rights for small farmers under CAFTA.  The current CAFTA proposal prohibits Central American governments from introducing agricultural safeguard mechanisms, while allowing the United States to continue to provide massive farm subsidies.  On such an uneven playing field, the food security and livelihood of small farmers and their families will be threatened.  I urge Rep./ Sen. ______ to oppose CAFTA in its current form - until an agreement can be reached that maintains each government's ability to determine policies aimed at protecting the agricultural sector and the rights of farmers producing goods.  I closely follow trade issues and will be in continued contact with you on this issue."          

For more info:  www.stopcafta.org

